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Professor Ram Nath Shastri

Professor Ram Nath Shastri, on whom Sahitya
Akademi is conferring its highest honour of
Fellowship today, is a father figure of Dogri -
renaissance. He is a celebrated poet, fiction writer,
essayist, dramatist and educationist. Through his
writings in the various genres he has succeeded in
reaching out to the people and making fruitful
efforts in using the Dogri language effectively and
hence he is considered the founding father of
modern Dogri literature. He has undoubtedly
made a singularly significant contribution towards
the development and advancement of Dogri
language and literature.

Professor Ram Nath Shastri was born on 15
April 1914 at Jammu Tawi. He did post-gradua-
tion in Sanskrit and Prabhakar in Hindi. He
started his career as a high school teacher. Later
he became a college lecturer and in 1970, he
retired as professor in the ] & K State Education
Department. From 1970 to 1975 ke has been a
Senior Fellow of Dogri in the University of
Jammu. From 1977 to 1985 he served as the Chief
Editor of the Dogri-Dogri Dictionary Project of ]
& K Cultural Academy. He has been a member of
the first Central Committee and General Council
of J & K Cultural Academy and the member of
the Academic Council of Jammu & Kashmir
University. ;

Professor Shastri began his literary career with
the writing of Hindi short stories and essays.
Later, he came out as the pioneer of Dogri literary
movement. He has more than ten works in differ-
ent genres to his credit like Dharti Da Rin, Bawa
Jitto, Badnami Di Chhan, Jhakdian Kiran, Talkhiyan,
Naman Gran, Kalamkaar Charan Singh, Duggar de
Loknayak and two monographs in Hindi. Of these
Dharti Da Rin is a collection of poems he wrote
over a thirty-five year period. His Bawa [itto was
made into the very first play of the Dogri lan-
guage, which he himself staged and also acted in.

He is also a prolific translator and has intro-
duced to Dogri six Upanishads, a number of
Classics such as Bhartrhari’s Neeti Shatak,
Shudraka’s Mricchakatikam, four short plays of
Bhasa, Rabindranath Tagore’s Gitanjali, Balidan,
Malini and Dakghar, Mahatma Gandhi’s autobiogra-
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phy, Vinoba Bhave’s Gita Pravachan, C.
Rajagopalachari’s Ramayana, Dharamveer Bharati’s
Andha Yug and Gorki's Lower Depths. As Chief
Editor in J & K Cultural Academy he edited the
Dogri-Dogri Dictionary which ‘is regarded as a
monumental addition to the development of the
Dogri language. In 1970, on the occasion of the
Silver Jubilee Celebration of Dogri Sanstha, he
edited the Rajat Jayanti Granth in which research-
oriented articles on Dogra life, art, culture, litera-
ture and history were put together. He also edited
the Dogri literary periodical Nami Chetna of the
Sanstha. Besides, Professor Shastri has compiled
and edited a large number of books which have
proved to be milestones in the gradual growth of
Dogri language and literature.

Professor Shastri is the recipient of the Sahitya
Akademi Award in 1977 for his short story collec-
tion, Badnami Di Chhan and the State Academy
Award twice—in 1981 for the collection of Dogri
Ghazals Talkhiyan and in 1991 for his Dogri prose
work, Duggar De Lok Nayak. He won the Sahitya
Akademi Translation Prize in 1989 for the Dogri
translation of the Sanskrit drama, Mricchakatikam as
Mitti Di Gaddi.

The honours he received include the Saraf
Award, 1989, the Padma Shree, 1990, D. Litt.
(Honoris Causa) from University of Jammu, 1994,
and others. The State Academy honored Professor
Shastri in 1989 in a function “Meet the Eminent
Contemporary.” The Academy also celebrated his
platinum jubilee in a big way in the same year.

Smt. Padma Sachdev, the eminent Dogri
litterateur, says; “Professor Ram Nath Shastri is
the Bharatendu Harishchandra of Dogri. There is
not a single person who is writing in Dogri now
who has not been influenced by him. Not a single
word is there in Dogri on which his stamp has
not been registered. With the help of his associ-
ates, he salvaged Dogri language from the cultural
debris and presented it in a very much revived
and refreshed state before the Dogra people.
Earlier the Dogra writers were writing in other
languages, perhaps taking Dogri to be a language
not fit for literary composition. In 1944, on the
day of Basant Panchami, along with a few friends,
he established the Dogri Sanstha. Every upcoming
writer in the Dogri language would first enroll
himself in this Sanstha. Dogri is highly indebted
to Professor Ram Nath Shastri, who is always
giving it his paternal blessings.”

It is on this versatile genius Professor Ram
Nath Shastri, who played such an important role
in giving shape to modern Dogri literature, that
the Sahitya Akademi confers its highest honour,
the Fellowship, today.
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